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PREFACE

For some years past the Panjab Governmont have considered
it desirable that ‘“ a record should be composed of the expeditions
. made from time to time against the frontier tribes, with such
further information as might render the work a valuable guide
to those who might have future dealings with these turbulent
neighbours.”

In 1866, Lieutenant-Colonel Vaughan, 5th Panjab Infantry,
was selected for this work, but was obliged to decline the duty
from ill-health ; no further steps were taken in the matter until
the beginning of 1873, when Lieutenant-Colonel Paget was
nominated to the duty.

During the interval (between 1866 and 1873) other expe-
ditions have been undertaken.

Lieutenant-Colonel Paget, on commencing his labours, found
that Lieutenant-Colonel Macgregor was already occupied on the
Gazetteer. He therefore took early occasion to represent to the
Government of the Panjab that this latter work would contain
under various heads or subjects nearly all the information he
himself was expected to supply, inasmuch as Colonel Macgregor
and himself would of necessity be travelling almost over the
same ground, and using or referring to the same records.

The Panjab Government replied that, however this might be,
the Gazetteer would not supersede the work which the Govern-
ment of India had assigned to Lieutenant-Colonel Paget,—uviz.,
“to bring into one report the records of the various expeditions
undertaken against the border tribes.”

At the same time Lieutenant-Colonel Paget was instructed
specially “to record full information on the kind of baggage
animals used, the numbers employed, and the weights of loads
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carried.” On these important points, however, very meagre in-
formation has been obtainable. ‘

It has remained, therefore, simply to select from the mass
of records accumulated since British occupation of the Panjab
in 1849, from despatches, from regimental histories, and from
reports by the different civil officers, and especially from Colonel
Macgregor’s Gazetteer, such information as bears upon the frontier
tribes, to string the events together in ¢ tribal” order, and,
while adhering as far possible to the text of the records quoted,
to present the whole in a connected, and, it is hoped, a readable
narrative form to Government, in which all minutie likely to be
of use in planning future expeditions have been carefully incor-

porated.
W. H. P.

CarctTTA;
January 1874.




RECORD OF EXPEDITIONS

AGAINST THE

TRIBES OF THE NORTH-WESTERN FRONTIER.

CHAPTER 1.

INTRODUCTORY.

Tue North-West Frontier line commences from the top of the Kagan glen,
(a dependency of Hazara,) near Chilas, on the north-west
corner of the Maharajah of Kashmir'’s territory, and
then passes round the north-west boundary of Hazara and the east side of the
Indus to Torbeila ; then, crossing that river, it winds round the north and
north-west boundary of the Peshawar Valley to the Khaibar Pass; then round the
Afridi Hills to Kohat; then round the western boundary of the Kohat District
along the Miranzai Valley, and touching the confines of the Kabul dominions ;
then round the Vaziri Hills to the Banu line and to the head of the Sulimani
Range; aud then, lastly, right down the base of the Sulimani Range to its
terminate on the upper confines of Sindh, and of the Khilat kingdom.

The extent of this frontier is very vast, and its length is full 800 miles.
It is also as arduous in its nature as it is extensive.

Along the outer side of this frontier line, and therefore beyond British
jurisdiction, there dwell the following independent tribes, giving a total of
about 170,000 fighting men :— '

Cis-Indus Swatis <. not known—British subjects and independent.

Report on Tribes.

Akazais ... 1,165 fighting men--Independent.
Chagarzais . 7,800 ” ” »
Hasanzsis veo 1,200 ” ” ”
M&da thl . .o 2,025 ”» ” ”»
Amaza-is Yoo lim ” ”» ”
Jaduns 0o 2:000 ” ” ”
Khudu Khels o 1»800 ” ”» ”
MeG Bunerwals ' o 120'% ” ” ”
From Te- Swatis e 0 ”» ”» ”
gor's Gazettecr. Ranizais v 3,0(» » ” ”
Utman Khels v 5,000 ” ” ”
Momands oo 16:‘m ” » ”
A.fﬁdi! o0 22l5m ” ” ”
Orakzais vee 28,870 ” ” ”
Zaemukts e 510(” ” ” »
Turis () 5;(m ”» ” ”
Dawris ... ot known,

Vaziris o 22:5m ” ” »
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- Batanis ~ 38,760 Independent and British.
Sheoranis o 3,800 » ”
Ushtaranis +.. ot known.

Kasranis «. 444 Independent.

Bozdars we 2720 »

Khetrans . 4,600 o

Kosahs v 4,450 IndeKendent and British, (chiefly British).
Lagharis v 8,370 Chiefly British.

Gurchanis o 1,200

Maris «.. 3,000 Independent.

Bughtis o 1,600 »

The following tribes within the frontier, and consequently British subjects,
inhabit partly hills and partly plains :—

oulis.
L. Gukkurs.
Hazara District -~ -~ «: 4 Dunds and Suttis.
: | Kagan Syads and other tribes
L of Hazara.
] Yusufzais.
Peshawar District - { Khulils,

Lo Momands of the plains.
Peshawar and Kohat Districts « Khattaks.

Kohat District - -~ Bangushes.

" Banuchis.
Marwatis.
Butanis.

Dera-Ismail Khan District Chiefs of Tank.
- ,» of Kolachi.
» of D.I, Khan.
Nutkanis.
Lunds.
Dera-Ghazoe Khan District - Dreshuks,

 { Mazaris.

In the report on the relations of the British Government with these tribes
in 1855, Mr. Temple, the Secretary to the Chief Commissioner of the Panjab,
thus wrote of their character: “ Now these ¢ribes are savages—noble savages
perhaps—and not without some tincture of virtue and generosity, but still
absolutely barbarians nevertheless. They have nothing approaching to govern-
ment or civil institutions. They have, for the most part, no education. They
have nominally a religion, but Mahomedanism, as understood by them, is no
better, or perhaps is actually worse than the creeds of the wildest race on
earth. In their eyes the one great commandment is blood for blood, and
fire and sword for all infidels, that is, for all people not Mahomedans. They
are superstitious and priest-ridden. But the priests (Mulas) are as ignorant
as they are bigoted, and use their influence simply for preaching crusades
against unbelievers, and inculcate the doctrine of rapine and bloodshed
against the defenceless people of the plain. The hill men are sensitive in
regard to their women, but their customs in regard to marriage and betrothal
are very prejudicial to social advancement ; at the same time they are a sen-
sual race. They are very avaricious ; for gold, they will do almost anything,
except betray a guest. They are thievish and predatory to the last degree. The
Pathan mother often prays that her son may be a successful robber. They are
utterly faithless to public engagements; it would never even occur to their
minds that an oath on the Koran was binding if against their interests. It
maust be added that they are fierce and blood thirsty. They are never without
weapons. When grazing their cattle, when driving beasts of burden, when
tilling the soil, they are still armed. They are perpetually at war with each
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other. Every tribe and section of a tribe has its internecine wars, every
family its hereditary blood feuds, and every individual his personal foes,
There is hardly a man whose hands are unstained. Every person counts up
his murders. Each tribe has a debtor and creditor account with its neigh-
bours, life for life. Reckless of the lives of others, they are not sparing of
their own. They consider retaliation and revenge to be the strongest of all
obligations. They possess gallantry and courage themselves, and admire such
qualities in others. Men of the same party will stand by one another in
danger. To their minds, hospitality is the first of virtues. Any person who
can make his way into their dwellings will not only be safe, but will be kindly
received. But as soon as he has left the roof of his entertainer, he may be
robbed or killed. They are charitable to the indigent of their own tribe.
They possess the pride of birth, and regard ancestral associations, They are
not averse to civilization whenever they have felt its benefits. They are fond
of trading, and, also of cultivating; but they are too fickle and excitable to
be industrious in agriculture or anything else. They will take military
service, and, though impatient of discipline, will prove faithful, unless excited
by fanaticism. Such, briefly, is their character, replete with the unaccount.
able inconsistencies, with that mixture of opposite vices and virtues belong-
ing to savages*.

“Such being their character, what has been their conduct towards us?
They have kept up old quarrels, or picked new ones with our subjects in the
plains and valleys near the frontier ; they have desecended from the hills and
fought these battles out in our territory; they have plundered and burnt our
villages and slain our subjects; they have committed minor robberies and
isolated murders without number; they have often levied black mail from our
villages ; they have intrigued with the disaffected everywhere, and tempted
our loyal subjects to rebel; and they have for ages regarded the plain as their
preserve, and its inhabitants their game. When inclined for cruel sport, they
sally forth to rob and murder, and occasionally to take prisoners into captivity
for ransom. They have fired upon our own troops, and even killed our
officers in our own territories. They have given an asylum to every malcon-
tent or proclaimed criminal, who can escape from British justice. ~They
traverse at will our territories, enter our villages, trade in our markets; but
few British subjects, and no servant of the British Government, would dare
to enter their country on any account whatever.

¢ In retnrn for this, what has been the conduct of the British Government
towards them? It has recognized their independence; it has asserted zo
jurisdiction with regard to them ; it has claimed %o revenue from them, and #o
tribute, except in one case, and that as a punishment. But it has confirmed
whatever fiefs they held within its territory ; it has uniformly declared that it
seeks no fiscal or territorial aggrandizement; and that it only wants, and is
resolved to have, tranquillity on the frontier. It has never extended its juris-
diction one yard beyond the old limits of the Sikh dominions. Nothing has
been annexed that was not a portion of the Panjab as we found it. Whatever
revenue has been paid to the British Government, was equally paid to its pre-
decessors, only at a higher rate. In one solitary case has it accepted tribute in

~satisfaction for offences; in all other cases of misconduct, it has avoided waking
any pecuniary demand on its own behalf. It hasclaimed no feudal or political

# The above outline of the character of the hill tribes applies much more to the Pathan
Note by the Compfler, than the Beloch tribes, The latter are not imbued with the religious
* fanaticism so strong in Pathans, and they pay the most implicit

obedience, as a rule, to the authority of their chiefs.—W. P.
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ascendancy over the independent hill tribes ; it has abstained from any interfer-
ence in, or connexion with, their affairs; it has taken no part in their contests,
and has never assisted either party; it has striven to prevent its own subjects
from entering into disputes with them. Though permitting and encouraging
its subjects to defend themselves at the time of attack, it has prevented them
from retaliating afferwards and from making reprisals. Though granting
refuge to men flying for their lives, it has never allowed armed bodies to seek
protection in its territory, nor to organize resistance or attack. It has freely
permitted hill people to settle, to cultivate, to graze their herds, and to tradein
its territories. It has accorded to such the same protection, rights, privileges,
and conditions as to its own subjects. Its courts have been available, and its
officers accessible to them. Its markets have been thrown open to them;
all restrictions on trade and transit, all duties (except one *) which would be
imposed by any native government, have been removed and remitted for them.
It has freely admitted them to its hospitals and dispensaries ; its medical officers
have attended scores of them in sickness, and sent them back to their
mountain homes cured. The ranks of its service are open to them, and they
may eat our salt and draw our pay, if so inclined. What more can a
civilized Government legitimately do for its rude neighbours than the above ?

¢¢ There is, perhaps, one method to which the Government might resort more
extensively than it does at present, and that is the payment of black mail.
It does, indeed, purchase the good offices of the tribes round the Kohat Pass.
It does permit a section of the Momands to hold a fief, and more unworthy
feudatories could not be found. It does also make payments to certain
Derajat chiefs, such as the Bozdarst. But the other chiefs who receive money
are British subjects, and really perform responsible police duties in return.
In the case of the Afridis, Momands, and Bozdars, however, the Government
only continued a concession originally granted by its predecessors. It has
originated no new grants of black mail, though it enhanced one grant.
There is reason to believe that such grants would embolden rather than ward
off depredation ; once bought off, the hill people would molest us with greater
zest than ever, in order to be bought off again. They would actually resort
to plundering as a means of extorting black mail. The appetite once grati-
fied would become sharpened. Such concession would be regarded by the
tribes as a confession of weakness, and would absolutely operate as an
incitement to migchief. Certain chiefs are known to commit depredations
in the hope of being bought off by fiefs, and one mode of avoiding annoyance
is to let it be known that under no circumstance will the Government be
induced to compromise by grants of black mail.”

But when kindness, conciliation, and confidence, all fail; when outrages,
from their serious character or from their constant repetition, exceed the
bounds of toleration ; when the blood of our subjects cries from the ground ;
when our territory has been invaded and our sovereign rights flagrantly
violated, and all this in the utter absence of provocation: then we either
make reprisals from, or lay’sn embargo upon, or use military force against,
the offending tribe or section of a tribe.

When reprisals are made, cattle and men are seized, and a message is sent
to the head-quarters of the tribe. Pending a settlement of the Government
claim for the reimbursement of its subjects who have suffered, the property
is detained as security, and the men as hostages. Usually the tribe do come
to terms; if they do not, the property is sold in liquidation, and as soon as

# The salt tax.—W. P. .
+ This payment was discontinued after the expedition against this tribe in 1857.—W, P,
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the account is cleared, reprisals cease. In such cases, the Government seeks
to realize no fines, but merely to reimburse its own subjects.

When an embargo is declared, the mouths of the passes belonging to the
tribe are closed, and watched as far as practicable. All Government officials
are required to seize all persons and property of the tribe wheresoever found
in British territory, and all places of mercantile resort, such as salt mines,
markets, &c., are closed against the offenders. This process is continued till
the tribe comes to terms. The persons and property seized, are released as
soon as satisfaction has been obtained.

The following passages give the views of Major General Sir Neville
Chamberlain (late commanding Panjab Frontier Force), Sir Richard Temple
(late Secretary to the Chief Commissioner of the Panjab), and Mr. Davi§
(late Secretary to the Panjab Government) as to the necessity there has been
for destroying the houses and property of the hill tribes when punitive
expeditions have been undertaken.

. “The quotations, however, are 7ot to be regarded
1 fﬁ"ﬁf?ch ?8',‘;‘: Memo,, 44 expressing the general policy of Government on
the question.”

In his despatch reporting the operations against the Kabal Khel Vaziris,
Sir Neville Chamberlain wrote as follows :—

“To have to carry destruction, if not destitution, into the homes of some
hundreds of families, is the great drawback to border warfare; but with
savage tribes to whom there is no right but might, and no law to govern them
in their intercourse with the rest of mankind, save that which appeals to
their own interests, the only course as regards humanity, as well as policy,
is to make all suffer, and thereby, for their own interests, enlist the great
majority on the side of peace and safety.

“If objections be taken to the nature of the punishment inflicted as re-
pugnant to civilization, the answer is that savages cannot be met and
checked by the rules of civilized warfare; and that to spare their houses
and crops would be to leave them unpunished, and therefore unrestrained, for
in their external relations they are uncontrolled by any law save that of self-
interest. In short, civilized warfare is inapplicable for the reasons put forth
by Mr. Temple,” who, in the report above alluded to, goes on to say.—

It can be readily seen that the policy of these expeditions is reasonable
and just. If murder and robbery still go on, in spite of patience, of absti-
nence from provocation, and of conciliation, then what but force remains? 1Is
the loss of life and property and the consequent demoralization to continue
or to be stopped ? If it can only be stopped by force, then is not force to be
applied ? If reprisals and embargo prove insufficient, or cannot be adopted in a
particular case, as may sometimes happen, then what but an expedition remains ?
When an expedition 1s undertaken, then i/ the enemy were to assemble in force
and take up a position and offer battle, they could be attacked and defeated, and
~ their discomfiture might suffice as a punishment, without any further measure.
In that event the affair would be conducted after the manner of regular
warfare. In civilized warfare, force is directed against the armed enemy
and his defensible position, but not against his country and subjects, who
may be morally unconcerned in the hostilities and innocent of offence. But
this is mot eivilized warfare ; the enemy does nof possess troops that stand
to be attacked, nor defensible post to be taken, zor innocent subjects to be
spared : he has only rough hills to be penetrated, robber fastnesses to be
scaled, and dwellings containing people,—all of them to a man concerned in
kostilities, There is not a single man of them who is inmocent, who is not, or
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has not been, engaged in offences, or who does not fully support the miscon-
duct of his tribe, who is not a member of the armed banditti. The enemy
harasses the troops as they approach threading the defiles, and leave the village
carrying off everything which can be carried, abandoning only immovable
property, walls, roofs, and crops ; what are the troops then to do? Are they
to spare these crops and houses, losing the only opportunity they are ever
likely to have of inflicting damage on the ememy? Marching back
to t{eir quarters, without effecting anything, amidst the contempt of the
hill men, who would attribute the sparing of the property to nothing but
their incapacity ? These villages and grain are the resources and sinews of
guerilla warfare and the basis of operations. They are as much the property
of the enemy, as the stores, convoys, arms, and munitions belonging to an
army in the field. The latter would never be spared, why should the former ?
To spare these villages, would be about as reasonable as to spare the commis-
sariat supplies or arsenals of a civilized enemy.
« The effects of these expeditions are just as happy as the policy is reasonable.
1t might be supposed that the hill people would be exasperated, but not
overawed ; such is not the actual result. The tribe after chastisement
usually professes repentance. They exhibit less instead of greater hostility
than before ; their hard hearts can only be won by display of prowess and
valour ; they recognize no virtues except those connected with bravery ;
they do not comprehend forbearance ; they regard might as the greatest of
merits. If we beat them in style, they begin to regard us with something
like esteem. They enter into engagements, and for the first time keep
their faith. They do not repeat the offences which brought on the punish-
ment ; such has proved to be the rule almost invariably. There have (up
to 1855) been fifteen expeditions against different tribes. In almost every
one of these cases the tribes behaved badly before and well after the expedition.
In one case only bas a tribe ever misbehaved affer undergoing a regular
" expedition, and the solitary instance was that of the Kohat Pass Afridis.
In short, the moral effect of every expedition has been vast and beneficial.
¢ From what has been urged regarding the policy and effects of these
expeditions, the conclusion is that they are essentially and abgolutely neces-
sary for the peace of the border, and that without them our own subjects
cannot be adequately protected. A reformation in the habits of our hill
neighbours in their external relations is not to be effected by lesser means.
When the territories of the Sikhs passed into the hands of the British,
these tribes had been accustomed for ages to plunder in the valleys, and
to defy successive Governments. They then proceeded to treat us as they
had treated our predecessors. It is mot to be expected that our mere
resence will induce them to desist, nor that a defensive system will alone
suffice to keep them off. The British Government has, indeed, organized
an excellent defensive system. It has built or fitted up no less than fifteen
forts, and fifty posts of various kinds on this frontier; it has caused many
hundreds of miles to be patrolled. But the unvarying experience of six years*
has proved that success cannot thus be attained, though doubtless the mode of
defence is geod and useful in its way. The independent hills are in the closest
proximity to the line of defence ; however well the posts may be placed, there
will be villages and cultivation in front of them,- th.a.t is, between them and the
hills. Everywhere there is inhabited territory within easy reach of the enemy;
in many places our subjects live within.a.mlle or two of their tormentors.
Under such circumstances, what human vigilance and arrangement can avail
# The above was written by Mr. Temple in 1856.
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to entirely prevent the hill men plundering in the valleys and the plains, and
then escaping to their fastnesses with impunity ? The assailants may often be
foiled, but they will as often succeed. To thoroughly prevent the hill people
by this method alone, it would require nothing less than a Chinese wall
securely manned for 800 miles! But, in fact, the fears of these people must be
worked upon, the root of the deeply-seated evil must be reached, and the
head-quarters of the offending tribe must be attacked in the hills. They have
already desisted partially from the fear of these expeditions; if they were to
become relieved of that apprehension, they would begin to harrass and plunder
again worse than ever.

“If, then, it be shown that the policy of expeditions is consistent with
" reason and humauity, and if their consequence is proved by repeated instances
to be that of deterring the tribes from rapine and murder, ought they not to
be resorted to? Isit not clear that the lives of our innocent subjects are
hereby saved and their property secured ? The amount of subsequent saving
in these respects vastly overbalances the destruction to life and property
caused by an expedition. For the number of lives and the amount of pro-
perty lost in fight, tenfold that number and that amount is saved thereafter,
to say nothing of the moral advantages. Is it not then due to our subjects
that these expeditions should be undertaken? Are they to suffer while our
enemies are spared? An expedition, and the like, should not, of course,
be resolved upon without ample cause, without a conviction that nothing
short of this remedy will suffice. If too frequently undertaken, expeditions
might perhaps exasperate and barbarize, just as Draconic laws, punishing
minor offences with death, would fail of their effect. But if undertaken
with good and sufficient cause, they are just as efficient as capital punish-
ment and imprisonment are for the repression of social crime, and they
rest upon moral grounds equally valid.

“In fine, the whole argument terminates in this, that if expeditions were
not resorted to, then all the territory within a night’s run from the hills would
virtually be given over to devastation. If the latter event were to happen,
and if the Government were not to be willing to chastise the hill tribes, then
our own Trans-Indus subjects would lose confidence, and would cease to be
loyal, while the enemy gained heart. There would be some general combina-
tion against us, and sooner or later we should have to evacuate®the Trans-
Indus territory and the right bank of the Indus. If the right bank were lost,
then the river itself would pass from our control; and then, with the loss of
the Indus, there would be a sacrifice of advantages, political, physical, commer-
cial, and moral, which it is not within the scope of this report to describe.
But, in fact, the British Government has every encouragement to maintain its
position beyond the Indus; for, situated as it 1is, the representative of civilized
strength, in the midst of tribes which are rude and savage at present, but
possess the elements of good, and are susceptible of moral impression, it has,
under Providence, a noble mission to fulfil, and a purpose of regeneration to
accomplish.”

Mr. Davies, the Secretary to Government, Panjab, in 1864, thus alludes
to the necessity there is for expeditions from time to time:—‘ Whilst any
bhasty exertion of physical pressure, to the exclusion of other methods of adjust-
meut, is confessedly impolitic, there is a point beyond which the practice of
forbearance may not be carried. As without physical force in reserve there
can be no governing power, so under extreme and repeated provocation its
non-employment is not distinguishable from weakness. In each case separately,
therefore, it must be judged whether or not offensive measures have been
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justified. Tt must be noted that the despatch of an expedition into the hills
18 always in the nature of a judicial act. It is the delivery of a sentence, and
the infliction of a punishment for international offences. It is, as a rule, not
in assertion of any disputed right, or in ultimaté arbitration of any contested
claim of its own, that the British Government resolves on such measures, but
simply as the only means by which retribution can be attained for acknow-
ledged crimes committed by its neighbours, and by which justice can be satis-
fiedlor;future outrages prevented. In the extreme cases in which expeditions
are unavoidable, they are analogous to legal penalties for civil crime,—evils
in themselves inevitable from deficiencies of preventive police, but redeemed
by their deterrent effects. Considerations of expense, of military risk, of possible
losses, of increasing antagonism and combination against us on the part of the
tribes, all weigh heavy against expeditions ; and to set them aside, there must be
an irresistible obligation to protest, and to vindicate the outraged rights of
subjects whom we debar from the revenge and retaliation they formerly
ractised.

" To permit a moulvi, openly preaching war against us as infidels, to occupy
our villages with his armed retainers, or murderously to attack the encampment
of our officials; to suffer a British officer to be murdered in our territory
whilst travelling on the public road ; to allow a populous town to be plundered
by an invading force; to sanction passively the returns of fanatical con-
spirators, robbers, and murderers to a post from which we had expelled them
by military action;—this is the degree of inaction—this is the ignominous
attitude—to which the British Government would be reduced, were it admit-
ted that the expeditions recorded have not been fully justified, have not been
absolutely necessary. The question is, indeed, much less one of moral right
than of political expediency and of military practicability.

¢ Morally, we have the fullest right. As a Government, it is our bounden
duty, in proportion to our ability, and after exhausting all milder measures,
to chastise in their corporate capacity tribes or sections of tribes who openly
and habitually rob and murder our subjects or violate our territory. This
is also a condition of our political existence,—the extension of protection
in return for submission. And if by refusing the surrender of the actors
in the crimes committed the tribes leave no alternative but hostilities avail-
able, the responsibility is theirs. ) )

“ But, politically, the advantages to be obtained will always much depend
on the concomitant circumstances. The military success which, in varying
degrees, has always attended expeditions, and the demonstration that their-
roughest hills can be penetrated by our troops, have done much to subjugate
the minds and compel the respect of the hl]l. popula.fnons, and to reconcile
them to peaceful pursuits. Success less distinguished might, on the contrary,
excite them to continued rapine and resistance.” )

The above describes the general policy by which the Panjab Government
has been guided in its treatment of the neighbouring hill tribes of the porth-
west frontier. ) .

The particular circumstances which have from time to time compelled the
Government to undertake the different e:.zpeditions recounted in the following
pages, will be found duly detailed in each instance.

WO P.



CHAPTER II.

The Expedition to Kagan.
November 1852.

KacaN is a mountain valley, which forms the northernmost part of the
Hazara District. It commences a short distance from
the Swati Town of Balakot, ata point about 50 miles
due north from Murree, and runs in a north-easterly direction for more than
60 miles. Its breadth is generally about 20 miles. Its area is estimated to
be 900 square miles, or about one-third of the whole Hazara District. It
is bounded south by Thana Balakot, District Hazara; east by Kashmir
territory ; north by Kashmir Chilas; and on the west by independent terri-
tory (Kohistanis and independent Swatis). In its physical features, it consists
of the inner slopes of two parallel mountain ranges, clad with perpetual snow,
and ranging in height from 12,000 feet at the south entrance of the valley
to 15,000 at its northernmost head. The drainage of these ranges forms the
River Kunhar, or Nainsuk, a wild foaming snow torrent, which joins the
Kishen Ganga 30 miles south of the Kagan glen, and the Jhelum River fur-
ther down. In the northern half of the glen no cultivation is possible. In
the southern half, the lower part of the mountain sides, near the banks of the
Kunhar, are cultivated. The chief crop is Indian corn, sown in March, and
reaped in October. But the cultivation is sparse, only aggregating 2% per
cent. of the total area of the glen, and is of httle value.

The upper slopes of the mountains on each side of the Kunhar in the
southern half of the glen, as well as the mountain slopes of the northern half,
are very valuable for pasture; and large quantities of sheep and buffaloes, as
well as some small horses, are annually driven there to graze in the summer
months. The greater part of the valley is beyond the influence of the
autumnal rains, which fall so heavily on the outer Himalayas; but snow falls
deeply throughout the valley in the winter months; and it is owing to the
late period in summer at which this melts on the northern part of the valley
that that part is not cultivated.

The population is said to be 22,000, or about 22 to the square mile; but
in the winter months (November to April) the upper part of the valley is
entirely uninhabited. The population consists of Syads and Gujars. The
Gujars are a quiet, inoffensive race, and are the cultivators and headmen of
the valley. The Syadsare the proprietors; they are not warlike, and their
character is indifferent. They are much involved in debt, lazy, inclined to
intrigue, and on bad terms with each other. At the same time they have
great influence in the valley, and whatever is done in so remote and wild
a tract must be done through them, or not at all. There are no police
stations in the valley.

The hill sides 1n parts are clothed with small deodar forests, and inferior
junes and other trees grow in large numbers. Large quantities of ghi are
annually exported from the valley, the demand for this article being so

B

McGregor’s Gazetteer,
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great that the traders of Hazara and Rawal Pindi themselves seek out the
Gujars in the glen.

After the first Sikh war Hazara belonged to Kashmir, but Gholab Singh
induced the Durbar to give him other territory in the hills near Jamu in
exchange, and Major Abbott was sent to take charge of the district.

On arrival he found four Syads (brothers) managing the valley for the
Sikhs, and receiving half the revenue on condition of their paying the other
half. These men’s names were Syad Zamin Shah, who held a half share of
the management, Syads Fateh Ali Shah, Anwar Shah, and Mir Gul Shah,
brothers, who managed the other half. This arrangement had been made by
the Nazim of Kashmir, Sheikh Ghulam Mohi-u-din, in 1844, and was con-
firmed by Major Abbott on behalf of the Lahore Durbar, 1847.

On annexation, Major Abbott recommended that the grants made to the
Syads by the Sikh Government should be upheld; but in the autumn of
1852 they set his authority at defiance. The reason of this conduct was
their disapproval of some measures Major Abbott introduced; it appears
that under the Sikhs they did not themselves attend on the Nazim, nor
furnish hostages, but Major Abbott attached a condition to their tenure of
their ¢ jaghirs,’ viz., the attendance of one of the sons of each of the three Syads
at the Deputy Commissioner’s station, as a pledge of the loyalty of their

arents,

P This arrangement appears to have been very distasteful to the Syads, and
early in 1862 Zamin Shah himself, while performing this duty of ¢hazirbashi,’
suddenly left the camp without asking permission, but was brought back
again. He was allowed to go away again on certain Maliks of Pakli
becoming security for his loyalty, and on his leaving his sons in his place
as a hostage. But the hostages of the Syads now became objects of suspicion,
Major Abbott being of opinion that the Syads were only withheld from
going into rebellion by their not being able to withdraw their sons, and by
some other impediments thrown in their way.

In 1852, the sons of Zamin Shah fled from Major Abbott’s camp, it is
supposed, by orders from their father, who was afraid that they might be
called to account for some of his intrigues to raise the Dhunds against Govern-
" ment. The next step of the Syads was to address a petition to the Deputy
Commissioner, couched in the most improper terms, alluding to their rights, to
their former position under the Sikhs, and threatening to leave the country
if interfered with in the way they had been. Some further communi-
cations with the Syads ended in their declaring that it was because
they found it impossible to subsist on their ¢jaghirs’ and furnish expenses
to their sons as hostages, that they chose to withdraw themselves: they
spoke in a tone of banter on the good advice offered them, and on the
threat held out of the Pakli militia and the Jamu troops, and the resources of
both governments being employed for their coercion. They said they had no
power to oppose Government troops, but remarked that, although the Sikhs
employed 10,000 men against Kagan (a mis-statement), they at last left the
country to the Syads to manage. They hoped we would do the same. They
added that they had committed no aggressions, but if molested in their
valley, they would resort to the sword in self-defence. At least, they hoped
we would give them leave to remain there during the ensuing winter months,
and at the commencement of spring, on the receipt of our orders, they would
leave the valley.

The insolent tenor of this communication made it evident that it would be
impolitic any longer to adhere to measures of a conciliatory nature, It
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was therefore determined to proceed against them ; and Colonel Mackeson, the
Commissioner, went to Mozafarabad to see that active operations were carried
on by the Kashmir authorities for the co-operation they were ordered to
undertake.

Record in Deputy Com- At this time there were in the Pakli Valley the
missioner’s Office, Hazara.  following troops :—

2nd Sikh Infantry.
Guide Infantry.

3rd Native Infantry.
Kelati Gilzie Regiment.
16th Bengal Cavalry.

4 Mountain Guns.

2 Horse Artillery Guns.

The forces which were assembled for the purpose of overawing the Syads
McGregor’s Gazetteer. appear to have consisted of—

Two Dogra regiments and two guns of Maharaja Golab Singh, about
1,200 men, at Mozafarabad.

Six companies of Rawal Pindi Police (400) at Mansera.

One company of the Sati tribe, about 70 in Pakli, 150 Hazara Police,
under Manawar Shah, at Mozafarabad.

Levies of Agror and Bogarmang under Ata Muhammad, in Pakli.
of Balakot and Pakli, at Balakot.
of L{}ansera under Muhammad Husen of Gartu Hatitula, at
artu.

of Sultan Husen, of Mozafarabad. '
5  of Fateh Muhammad of Ghori, at Ghori.
,» of Sher Abmad of Kurna, at Kurna. In all about 5,320 men.

Three columns of the Pakli Levies were to move up the Bogarmang Valley

Record in Depatv Com. and over three several passes in the mountains; whilst

missioner’s Offion, Huzara,  three other columns, (two being composed of Levies,)
moved by the eastern ridge.

Major Abbott was placed in Pakli to superintend the advance of the west-

M s Gazetbeor. ern columns, and Lieutenant Pearse, Assistant Com-
gor's : missioner, was at Mozafarabad with Colonel Mackeson.

The Pakli and Bogarmang Levies being reported very disaffected, Colonel
Mackeson considered it essential, in the first instance, to advance with those
from the west, in order to show those of the east a good example; and with
this view the Levies of Sultan Husen of Mozafarabad were first put in motion,
while Major Abbott was directed to move between Pakli and Balakot to urge
on the departure of the western auxiliaries.

Sultan Husen advanced from Mozafarabad on the 12th November 1852,
and reached the Sanghar Pass on the l4th. On the 12th, Lieutenant
G. G. Pearse marched also from Mozafarabad with a regiment of Dogras and
1560 Levies to the village of Ghori, ten miles. The road was bad, and the loads

Lientenant Pearse’s D. had here and there to be taken off the mules, and a
pateh. earse’s D% halt had to be made at Ghori to allow of the baggage

. coming up. The next march was to Rajkot, twelve
miles, the road being fair, where Lieutenant Pearse was joined by Sultan
Husen, and where he learnt that the Sanghar Gali had been occupied
by Muhammad Amin Khan, who had advanced from Garhi Habibula on
the left bank of the Kunar River, another body of Levies being then
at Whaindair Gali ready to enter Kagan by Bhunja.-

»
2

»
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On the 18th, Lieutenant Pearse marched for Ganul. The march was
very long and difficult. To the Sanghar Gali was about ten miles, with
two very steep ascents, practicable for mules with light loads. The report was
that Zamin Shah intended to oppose Lieutenant Pearse’s advance near Ganul;
so, leaving 50 men to hold the pass, Lieutenant Pearse formed three columns,
the right and left columns consisting of Levies were to move, so as to get above
Shah Zamin’s position, whilst the third column consisting of the Dogra
regiment and a few Levies moved straight on it. By nightfall, Lieutenant
Pearse was still two miles from Ganul, which was ten miles from the Sanghar
Gali, and in the morning he found that Zamin Shah had fled. Lieutenant
Pearse then ordered the Levies from Whaindair to seize the bridge at Jaraid,
whilst another body of Levies from Dharawar was ordered in pursuit of
Zamin Shah. The weather was very bad, with heavy falls of snow and rain,
and as both the Dogras and the Levies were without tents, Colonel Mackeson
ordered that they should be sheltered in the villages. .

The Balakot and Pakli column also advanced on the 13th, and the other
Dogra . regiment having arrived at Mozafarabad, Colonel Mackeson lost no
time in pushing them on to Balakot to co-operate with Lieutenant Pearse.
The Bogarmang column, which was to have advanced and entered the
Kagan Valley at Belag, for some reason did not do so.

The Syads then retreated and hung about Sum, Paras, and Jaraid; and
as all the columns of the west, which should have been up in their places at
Kowai and Belag, had not arrived, Lieutenant Pearse did not attack the Syads
for fear of driving them to retreat to Upper Hazara, where it would have
been difficult to follow them. '

On the 15th, Zamin Shah wrote to Lieutenant Pearse, offering to send
in his sons, but in the evening he destroyed the bridge at Paras,—an operation
he was enabled to perform because the Balakot and Bogarmang columns
had not come up.

On the 16th, Lieutenant Pearse moved with 200 men of Muhammad Amin’s
Levies to Paras to repair the bridge, Sultan Husen taking up his position at
Kowai with his Levies, 1,200 strong. Lieutenant Pearse now heard from
Fateh Mubammad, whom he had ordered to seize the bridge at Jaraid, that
Fateh Ali Shah had taken up a strong position there, and that he did not feel
strong enough to attack him. On this, Lieutenant Pearse at once directed
Manawar Shah, with 100 Hazara police and the rest of Muhammad Amin’s
Levies, to march on Jaraid. On the 17th, Lieutenant Pearse heard that the
Syads had determined on holding Sum, and believing rightly that the Balakot

column would that day reach Belag and Paras, he made the following dis-

positions for their attack. Sultan Husen with 500 men was to advance
on the front of the village, Fateh Mubammad with 500 of his own men
and 100 of Hazara police was to move by Jaraid and Duna, and come
down on it from the north-east, while the Pakli, Balakot, and Bogarmang
Levies, were to advance from Belag to the west of the village.

In support, he had the Dogra regiment at Kowai, and Muhammad Amin
at Paras, while two columns were to try and cut off Zamin Shah’s retreat
to Kagan, viz., 700 men of Sultan Husen’s Levies at Jaraid, and 800 of
Muhammad Amin’s at Kagan.

These movements were to have taken place on the 20th; but on the 19th
Zamin Shah surrendered to Lieutenant Pearse on receiving that officer’s assur-
ance that his life would be spared.

Fateh Ali Shah and Anawar Shah managed to escape to Kagan, owing to

Fateh Muhammad Khan, Bhambas, not having obeyed the orders sent him to
hold the Jaraid Bridge.
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On the 20th, Major Abbott arrived and took command, and the disposition
of the forces then were—on the right bank™ of the river, opposite Paras,
the Levies of Pakli, Balakot, and Agror—at Bela about 800 men—at Jaraid,
Syad Manawar Shah with 60 matchlock men—on the left bank of the
Nainsuk, at Saugor, one company of Jamu troops—at Kola a guard of 20
men—at Gul seven companies of Jamu troops—at Kowai the Levies of
Sultan Husen, estimated at from 1,000 to 2,000 men ; two companies of Jamu
troops, the Sati company, and a company of Rawal Pindi police, with two
zamburaks—at Paras about 300 of Amin Khan’s Levies, and about 300 of the
Kundi Levies—at Bhunja, Fateh Muhammad’s force rated at 500 men, and
at Balakot, the base of the operation, seven companies of the Jamu regiment,
with two mountain guns and two mountain pieces ;— Lieutenant Hodson, of
the Guide Corps, was meanwhile left at Pakli to superintend the forwarding
of supplies to the front.

On hearing of the flight of Fateh Ali and Anawar Shah, Major Abbott
ordered the Pakli Levies to advance on Kagan ; but on going himself afterwards
to Garai, he found that Ata Muhammad of Agror and Muhammad Amin of
Garhi had not obeyed his orders. This, however, did not so much matter, as
Fateh Ali Shah came in and surrendered on the 25th, though Anawar Shah
fled to Kohistan. :

The two chief Syads having surrendered, and there being no likelihood of
further opposition, the forces were withdrawn.

Snow had fallen heavily, the men could only move

in sandals, and in a few days the passes would have
been closed. :
The Governor General in Council considered that the Commissioner, Lieute-
nant-Colonel Mackeson, was entitled to very high
, credit for the boldness, judgment, and promptitude
with which he resolved upon an immediate movement upon g&agan and
executed his resolution, and desired to express his approbation of the manner
in which the subordinate duties were conducted by the other officers, and
especially of the spirit and activity evinced by Lieutenant Pearse.

Record in Deputy Com-
missioner’s Office, Hazara.

Government letter,



CHAPTER III.

—_——

SECTION 1.
The “ Black Mountain”

Is a mountain situated at the north-western extremity of the Hazara District,
McGregor’s Gasebteer. whence it runs porthward into independent ter-
cliregor's Uasevieer. ritory. Its total length is about 25 to 30 miles,
and its average height about 8,000 feet above the sea. The mountain
ascends from the Indus basin at its southern end, near the village of
Kiara, and so up to its water-shed by Bradar; thence it runs north-east
by north to the point on the crest known as Chita Batr. From Chita
Batr the range runs due north, finally descending by two large spurs on to
the Indus. Takot lies at the foot of the most eastern of these two. The
River Indus passes close to this town, and runs westward along the northern
foot of the mountain till it washes the westward of the above two spurs, when
it takes a sbarp bend south, and runs below and parallel to the western foot
of the range.
The following are the most important passes and peaks along the crest
of the mountain from south to north, viz. :—

Names. Height.
Pabal Gali ... . e o, 6,930 feet.
Pinja Gali ... . 7, ”
Akhun-baba-ka-chura ... . 9,157 ,,
Kahi Gali . . e
Jabai .

Chapra «. »>not ascertained.
Chita Batr ... . e

Doda ..

Machai - o 9,808 foet.
Khandd‘&-dﬂm vee oo voe 91429 "»
Ganthar . e 9,572,

Kanesan w 9775 ,,

This latter peak is not mentioned in the map, but many natives call it thus.
It is one of the most northern peaks of the range, and from it the descent to
Takot and the Indus commences ; none of the points from Kahi Gali to Doda
can be much less than 9,000 feet elevation. Throughout its length the crest
of the range dominates the following districts and tribes on both faces, viz.,
from its rise at Kiara to the Akhun-baba peak. On its south-east face it has
Tanawal, and on its north-west face the Hasanzais from Akhun-baba to Chita
Batr. On its eastern face it has Agror, on its western the Akazais, from the
north of Chita Batr to the end of the range. On its eastern face it has
Pariari, Deshi, and Nandihar; on its western face the Akazais and Chagarzais;
and on its northern extremity the Indus and Takot Swatis.

The Black Mountain may be described as a long, narrow ridge, with higher
peaks at intervals and occasional deep passes; the general outline of the
crest is more rounded than sharp. Numerous large spurs project from
the sides, which are often precipitous and rocky, with deep narrow
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glens or gorges lying between them, in which lie the villages of the tribes.
The soil of the hill sides is for the most part rocky and stony. When unculti-
vated, the lower slopes are covered with thorny bushes and grass; further up,
forest replaces this, and the whole of the upper portion of the spurs and crest is
thickly wooded. The trees found, are varieties of pine, oak, sycamore, horse
chestnut, wild cherry, &c. Along the crest frequent open glades occur in the
forest, which, with the exposed slopes of higher peaks, are covered with short

The routes by which troops can ascend the mountain necessarily lie along
one or more of its spurs. From British territory all routes ascend either from
Tanawal or Agror, and are as follow: 1s, from Tanawal at the southern end
of the mountain, by the Bradar spur, by the village of that name, there is a
path which was used for retirement by the force of 1851-52, which leads on to
the water-shed overlooking the lower Hasanzais. Near to this, on another
spur, is the Chamberi outpost, a fort of the Nawab of Amb. The Bradar
plateau affords room for encamping a force, and water is obtainable. 2xd, from
Shanglai (Tanawali Fort), which lies in a gorge between two spurs, a road
ascends the southern of these to Pabal Kandu, a point on the crest of the
mountain, which is steep and difficult, but which troops can get along. The
left column of the force in 1852 went up this way. 3rd, a road goes from
Chata, a village lying on the north of the above two spurs. Above Chata it is
joined by the Sambalbut spur from Agror, and then runs up to Jabai; this is
one of the best routes for an ascending force. The right column of the force
in 1852 moved by this route. On gaining the top of Kahi Gali, a pass
leading down to Hasanzai villages is commanded. The water-shed of this
spur forms the boundary between Agror and Tanawal. 4¢3, there is a small
spur lying opposite Shanglai between the two above-mentioned, by which the
centre column of the force in 1852 ascended. It is steep and difficult. 524,
from Agror by the Sambalbut spur there is a road open and easy of ascent,
(although rather steep in parts,) which joins the Chata spur higher up. 674,
from Chajri there is a steep and exposed road unfitted for troops. 7¢4, from
Barchar a road rises steeply from the valley for about 1,600 feet. The village
is situated at the top of this first rise, and might be held by an enemy who
could, however, be dislodged by artillery fire from below. From the village
upwards, the slope is more gradual and open for some distance where fine
forest commences and on the right flank the ground gets a little steeper with
one or two knolls. The last four or five hundred feet are very steep, with heavy
forest on the right flank. The left is open and exposed to view from the crest.
The point of junction with the top is called Barchar-ka-Chapra. The Levies
went up by this route in 1868. 8¢/4, from Khun Gali a road goes to a spur
running down eastward from Chita Batr to the village of Khun Gali, thence
it again ascends, still going east, and joins the Kabal Mountain, which lies
east of Agror. The water-shed of this ridge forms the boundary between
Agror and Pariari and Tikri. The main column of the force ascended from
Khun Gah in 1868 ; half way up, a large hog-backed mound, named Mana-ka-
Dana, rises on the crest of the spur. The ascent to this point is easy.

From Mana-ka-Dana the range dips for about 800 yards, and the forest
commences chiefly on the right flank; then the ascent re-commences, and
passing upwards over some steep aqd wooded knolls, affords good cover for an
enemy. Beyond this point, the hill becomes steeper and more wooded right
up to the knoll of Chita Batr. On the crest a determined enemy could give
much trouble. A path leads round the Agror face of Chita Batr among rocks
and pine trees. Mules can pass along, but it is dangerous in places.
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The Khun Qali ridge is the most northern spur ascending from British
territory.

From Chita Batr the path is practicable for troops and mountain artillery
over Dodha to the Machai peak, the highest point of the mountain, distance
3% miles. From Akhun-baba to Machai on the west are the Akazai; a
similar practicable spur runs from Machai to the Indus, dividing the Akazai
from the Chagarzais on the north.

About 24 miles beyond Machai is the Dunda peak. From it runs a rather
difficult spur to the Indus, near the village of Jodbai.

The spur from Mana-ka-Dana to Charmang through Bilankot is very easy ;
distance 5 miles.

The following information concerning the forests and geological formation
of the Black Mountain is extracted from a report by Mr. Ribbentrop, of the
Forest Department, who accompanied the force in 1864 :—

“The jungle on the lower south-east slopes of the Black Mountain is
mostly composed of berberis and Acacia Modesta ; in the Agror Valley some
camel-thorn is found. Pinus Longifolia grows on both sides of the valley ;
and at Mana-ka-Dana (about 6,000 feet) begins the region of Pinea Webbi-
ana. In the ravine to the north of Chita Batr, a few oaks shew their
lighter green between the pine trees ; and near the top of Machai some sickly-
looking horse chestnuts are met with, also a few Aébies Smithiana ; and one
stunted specimen of Cedrus Deodora (above Doda) was found. These forests
can never be of any use, except to the villagers themselves, as firewood and
timber. The north side of the mountain is of the same nature, but the forests
actually seen are not of quite the same extent. The small amount of country
traversed, gave hardly sufficient insight to fix numbers ; but there is no doubt
that about 15,000 maunds of fuel could be drawn from the Indus side of the
Black Mountain yearly, without exhausting its resources. As the people have
only to bring down the wood in small pieces, it would probably not be im-
possible to find an enterprising native who would make arrangements and
land the wood at Atok from Rs. 15 to 20 per 100 maunds.

“ The formation of the Black Mountain is throughout granite, with the
exception of the gneiss spurs down to Tikri, where the cultivation, rising
higher on the hills, at once shews the more fertile soil.

“The Tikri Valley, as well as Nandihar, Konsh, and Bogarmang, have
a much richer soil than the Agror Valley, the higher part being composed of
the easier soluble and richer gneiss, while Agror i1s quite surrounded by

nite.

i The Deshi slopes of the Black Mountain down to Tikri, and further
on to Takot, are again mostly on their higher parts covered with Pinea
Webbiana, but a greater amount of deciduous trees is intermixed.

“The few trees in Tikri Valley are poplars, plane, and punga in
grave-yards, and umlak trees close to the villages.”

The Indus runs under the western foot of the mountain, and is deep and
rapid, with rocky bed. Its width is from 70 to 150 yards, and it is said
to be 300 in some places; but this is probably an exaggeration. There
is a track from Darband which runs along its banks, vie., Darband to Tambai ;
horsemen can get along, but the road is bad in places, especially opposite the
Mohabara Ferry, and a little beyond where the hill runs straight down into
the river. Beyond Tambai the hill recedes, leaving a level space 300 or 400
yards wide along the river bank. The road runs through this to Kandar
(Hzai village), and so on by Tawara to the Ghariak Ferry ; thence to Kotkai
(Hzai village)—the road in this part is more difficult, but mules can get along.
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Between Kotkai and Kanhar (Hzai village) the hill side comes right down to
the river, and mules cannot pass. From Kanhar to the Ghazikot Ferry the
road is easy ; but from Ghazikot to the Shah’s mills (Da-Shah Jarande) it is
difficult in places.

The mills are situated where a stream from the mountain, rising under
Chita Batr and called the Shal Khwar or Shal-ke-Keta, joins the Indus.

A ferry crosses the river from thispoint. From the mills a road enters the
Akazai territory (Shal Khwar forms throughout its length the boundary between
Hasan and Akazais) and runs to Bimbol (Akazai village) along the bank of the
river, but is difficult. From Bimbol to Bilianai and Derbanai Akazai, three
villages all lying together in open fields, the communication is easy.

The road or track continues from here along the river bank, but accurate
information regarding it is difficult to obtain. During its course under the
Black Mountain, the Indus is crossed at the following points by ferries, viz.,
counting from south to north and from Cis to Trans-Indus :— .

1. The lIl.;akwa.l Ferry, from Tanawal to Kuz Mahabara (Mada Khel
village).
From Jambai (Hzai) to Bar Mahabara (M. Khel).
The Gharyah Ferry, from Tawara (Hzai) to Marer (Hzai).
The Jaman Ferry, from Kanhar to Ghaari (Hzai).
Ghazikot, from Ghazikot to Nawakilai.
From Shah’s Mills to Palosi (Hzai).
A feiry crosses to Maidan, the present locality of the Hindoostani
colony.
. From Bimbol to Manjike-Banda (Akazai).
9. From Billianai to Kamak (}§ Hzai, § Akazai village).
10. From Shigai (Chzai) to Kabalgram (Chzai).
11. From the hamlet Dumel (Chzai) to Kamach (Chzai).

The boats worked on these ferries will hold from 20 to 30 passengers, but
do not accommodate animals, which have to be swam over alongside. They
are strongly built, and are worked by oars placed fore and aft, and are also
assisted by ropes, where necessary.

The natives of the country also cross the river at nearly every point on
inflated skins (pushtu shinas). In Abbott’s Report of the Expedition of 1852,
the rapidity with which the enemy who had collected Trans-Indus swam across
the river on skins when our troops commenced their retirement, is noticed.

Counting from south to north, the tribes of the mountain consist of—on the
west face, 1 Hasanzai, 2 Akazai, 3 Chagarzai; north of Agror on east face,
4 Syads of Pariari, 5 Swatis of Deshi. Of the above, the first three belong
to the Yusafzai clan, the Hasanzais and Akazais to the Isazai branch, and the
Chagarzais to the Malizai branch.

The Syads of Pariari are simply the original owners of the lands of that
name, which lie in two deep narrow glens immediately north of Mana-ka-
Dana. The villages are chiefly held by the Basikhel Chagarzais, who have
got most of the land into their hands either by mortgage or purchase. The
Deshis, who are by descent Swatis, of the branch Moniali, hold the glens of
the mountain and the sub-adjacent lands lying along the Nandihar stream,
and north of Pariari and Trund as far as Takotj; none of these tribes have a
reputation for warlike qualities. The Chagarzais are the most numerous, and
the Akazais the weakest in numbers, though they have the best name as
fighting men, and are the most troublesome race of all, to our Government.
The Deshis are very united among themselves, as far as outsiders are con-
cerned and are respected by their neighbours accordingly.

® NoopwD

o]
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The Hasanzai.

The Hasanzais are a zectiox} :}f thIe dIasazan Yusafzais, who reside on both

sides of the Indus; those Cis-Indus living on the

McGrogor's Gasetteer.  p1ook Mountain, and those Trans-Indus ifmediately

opposite to it. To the south and south-west Cis-Indus, they are bounded

by the crest of the Black Mountain, commencing from Kahi Gali, which is
immediately above the S8ambalbut spur, on the eastern face of the range.

From Kahi Gali the range takes a slight bend to the south-west, and
running on by Pabal Kandao, Panji Kandao, finally descends to the Indus by
a spur close to the Hasanzai village of Tambai, and the Tanawal village of
Gangoti, which is a branch of the southern spur. The southern and eastern face
of this spur of the range belongs to the Nawab of Tanawal, the northern and
western to the Hasanzais. To the north the Hasanzai boundary runs with that
of the Akazais, from whom they are divided by a large ravine called the Shal
Khwar, which springs from below the peaks of Machai and Chita Batr, and
runs down to the Indus a little above the Hasanzai village of Ghazikot, at
some mills known as the Shah’s Mills” (Da Shah Jarande), from which a ferry
crosses to Palosasai. Eastward, the Hasanzai are bounded by the Akazais, whose
territory, running along the crest of the mountain, meets the Hasanzai,
Agror, and Tanawal borders at Kahi Gali. Westward, the Cis-Indus Hasan-
zais are bounded by the Indus, :

The Trans-Indus portion of the tribe is bounded on the south and west
by the territory of the Mada Khels, and on the north by the Chagarzais,
from whom they are divided by the Nadirai Khwar.

The sections of the Hasanzais are ten in number, as follow :—

Name. ﬂunhﬂng moé.
1. Kaka Khel e - - . 180
2. Mir Ahmad Khel - 180
8. Loghman Khel e L e .. - 136
4. Kotwal Khel R . 120
5. Dada Khel . 90
6. Zakaria Khel - .- - 110
7. Kala Khel e “oee 80
8. Nasrat Khel oor 70
9. Mamu Khel - e . 60
10- Khan Khel oo ver e . 140
Total . 1,116
—

In addition to the above, the following residents in Hasanzai territory
must be included in the strength of the tribe, as a portion at least would
certainly be found in their ranks in war time :—

1. The villa%eu of Tilli, which is on a spur on the western

side of the mountain, with a number of hamlets

scattered over it. The land is said to be divided into

eight shares, seven of which belong to Syads, descend-

ants of the Pir Jimam Baba, and one to the

“ Kotwal " section - « 250 fighting men.
2. Gujars, boatmen and craftsmen of all sorts. These

ive distributed throughout the various villages of

the tribe - 350 »

Total w 600 ”»

Grand Total, Hasanzais and squatters among them - 1716 ,, »
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It may be taken for ted, that nearly every man possesses sword and
shield, and there are said to be 1,100 matchlocks in the tribe. The outside
total of fighting men would thus be about 1,200. In former estimates of
strength, the numbers of the Hasanzais, as well as of the other tribes of the
Black Mountain, appear to have been considerably over-rated.

The Akazai.

The Akazai are a division of the Isazai clan of Yusafzais, who inhabit the
western slopes of the Black Mountain on the Hazara border. Their boundaries
are as follow :—

On the east, the mountain as far as Chita Batr forms their boundary
with Agror, and thence to Machai with Pariari. On the north, they are
separated from the Chagarzais by the large spur which runs down from
Machai by Khand-ka-Dana, Traplai, Palwari, Najoria Marmandai, and
Darbanai, to the Indus. 'On the south they are separated, as a rule, from the
Hasanzais by the Shal Khwar water-course. Omne or two Akazai villages,
however, liesouth of Shal Khwar, and, as it were, within the limits of Hasanzai
territory. Their western boundary is the Indus, across which they hold no
land, except half of the village of Karna, which they share with the Hasanzais.

The tribe is sub-divided as follows :—

%. KhmB'ba ]gh:l e (738 fighting men.
. D1 0. oo » ”
L Barat Khel -g 3. Shahi Khel .. 80 ., .
4. Chamba Khel .. s , ,
;. D&l‘z&gil:ll o gg ” ”
I Aziz Khel --§ 8 SainKhel ... 70 .
4. Kala Khel P 50 ”» ”
1. Ghazi Klum 50 ”» ”
III. Tansan Khel...{ 2. Mamuzai . 80 ”» »
3- Akozai "o 70 »”» »”
1. Aw&l Khel X 70 ” ”
IV. Painda Khel ...{ 2. Lal Khel . 60 ,
3. Joge Khel 40 ”» »
Total . 910
L}
There are also the following stragglers of
other races settled among the tribes, viz.;—
ﬁﬂu&kﬂ o e oo gg }P tha b d
8 oo see e &) ns y ment-
Patﬁ:n . 40
gyads - o
akirs - - o 50
Gujars, &c. o

Grand Total ... 1,165
Of which, about 700 could probably take the field properly armed.

The Chagarzai.

The Chagarzai are a tribe of Yusafzai Afghans, who inhabit both banks
MoGrezor's Gazetteor of the Indus above Buner. Those on the west bank of
regor's Uazetieer-  the Indus are located on the west and east slopes .

of the Duma Mountain. Their chief town is Tiraj. They are thorough
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mountaineers, hardy and brave above all the neighbouring tribes. Their
chief wealth is in cows, buffaloes, and goats.

The Chagarzais are divided into—

1, Nasrat Khel ; 3, Firozai; 8, Basi Khel.

The first and last live on the east slopes of the Duma Mountain and on
the bauks of the Indus.

The Firozai inhabit the western slopes of the Duma towards Buner, and
are sub-divided into—

Smel Khel.

1, Maki Khel ; 2, Juna Khel ; 8, Bai Khel { Skhali Khel.
Madi Khel.

The southern boundary of the Chagarzais, Cis-Indus, on the south, is
contiguous with the Akazais, and runs down the Palwari spur from the west
face of the Machai peik of the Black Mountain. The south face of this spur
belongs to the Akazais, and the north to the Chagarzais. A road passes
over 1t, named the Ramus road, connecting the Akazai village of Biran with the
Chagarzai’s hamlet of Jangrai; and at the foot of the spur, near the Indus, the
boundary lies between the hamlets of Arabai (Akazai) and Dot (Chagarzai);
on the west and north, the Cis-Indus Chagarzais are bounded by the river
itself, which bends a good deal to the east, at the north extremity of the
Black Mountain, below Takot ; on the east, the boundary runs parallel with
that of Pariari Syads and Deshis, along the water-shed of the above mountain.

The tribe inhabits several villages along the bank of the river, and also on
both the slopes of the I'uma range. Those on the western face of Duma are
contiguous with Buner ; the glen which belongs to them is formed by two
spurs which run down westward into the Buner Valley from the two high
peaks of Duma and Dosara, and is about eight %os long and six or seven
wide. It is watered by a stream which runs down its centre, and joins the
Barando River near the Buner village of Budal.

The Cis-Indus Chagarzais are sub-divided as follow :—

hi men.
(Chur Rhel ... © "630 .
Kalandar Khel... 400
Babujan ,, .. 450
Daud Khel | Hasham , .. 120
Basi Khel{ {Ormar ,, .. 100
Aziz Khel | Tausan ,, .. 1,600
Khwqi& 3 eee 120
Nasar 9 o 140
Shahu » e 700
Total we 4,150
hoghma.n Khel ... ?20
. usa 9 see 80
Nmt.Khel .--{ Buda N 230
Ariju »  eee 170

Total - 800
Grand Total, Cis-Indus Chagarzais .. 4,950

In addition to this, a holy race or sect, named Akhun Khels, hold lands
in Chagarzai country. Their total strength is differently stated by various
informants; but Unwin considers that their effective Cis-Indus strength
might be estimated at 4,000 fighting men at the outside. They have no
reputation as a warlike race. The Basi Khel and Nasarat Khel have lands also
Trans-Indus, but their chief strength is Cis-Indus.
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Trans-Indus, the tribe.is said to muster 4,000 matchlock men, but this
statement is certainly exaggerated.

It is difficult to obtain such correct data of the Trans-Indus Chagarzais,
but the following estimate may be relied on as tolerably correct :—

tin

Juna Khel .- B
Makhi Khel ,, - e e o 800
Bai Khel e oo o 450
Trans-Indus Total .. 1,950
Add Cis-Indus, including Akhun Khels .., e 5,360
Grand Total ... 7,300
]

The Chagarzais have been estimated by different authorities at a much
larger figure than the above, but, making due allowance for the exaggerated
statements Pathans always make of their numbers, the above total may be
considered as a fair estimate of the strength of the tribe.

In this total the various craftsmen, Hindus and fakirs, and other mendi-
cants who reside among the tribesmen, and whose members would not add
to the fighting strength that they could bring into the field, are not included.

The crops of Chagarzais are—

Rabi—wheat, barley, mausur, tobacco ;
Kharif—maize, rice, and moth.

‘We have had few dealings with the Chagarzais; but they have occasion-
ally quarrelled with our subjects, and there have been some instances of forays
and petty raids perpetrated by them, but we never came into hostile contact
with them until 1863, when, accompanied by the Hasanzai, they joined the
ranks of the Akhund at Ambela. They made one attack there on the “ Crag”
picket, but being defeated, they went straight off home again.

The Cis-Indus Swatis.
The name Pakli generally is now restricted to the tract between and imme-
Mol Gasotboer. diately around Mansera, Shinkiari, and Bairkund,
egor's : whereas it originally applied to the whole of the
countries conquered and occupied by the Swati Cis-Indus. This large tract
was divided into upper and lower, and the clans of the Swati, as they occupied
the upper or lower division, are respectively termed upper and lower Swati—
¢ Utli and Tarli.”
Upper Pakli then embraces the following districts :—

I.—8hinkiari or upper half of Pakli Valley ...
i
Iy Kagw .. -} British.

Dot oga!mm e

JTL—Eonsh 8.

- of Alahi e o ee
VIII—Nandibar .. - - }JIndependent.

Lower Pakli includes—

I.—Bairkund or lower half of Pakli Valley
I?I.—A or o o o

IV.—Deshi o o - - }Independent.
V.—Part of Alahi oo voe oo

The upper Pakli Swatis belong to the Ghalhi clan, which has nine of the

eighteen shares, It is divided into three divisions, having three shares, each of

wgich is again sub-divided into sections having their respective shares, and in

- }British.
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accordance therewith located in different parts of the country allowed to their

clan, e.9.— .
Clan, Division, Section,
Ghurbri oee Tarkheli .. Tarkheli(2) ..
©®) 3) Khan Khel ..
Desharai ... w1
@ =11 Mansers (British).
:‘} 1 Takhot (Independent).
Mir e .. 1 Nandihar (Independent)
3) « 1 Bogarmang (British).
= § 1 Shinkiari (British).
The lower Pakli Swatis are distributed as follows, their nine
shares being made into twelve :—
Clan, Division. Section. Location,
Momi&li .00 sesnee BOb&Si oo 1
(6) Shuror « 1 (British territory in lower
. Ghulimani ... 1\ Pakli
Panj Koni ..
Asghlir « 1 Independent.
Mulhal « 1 Tikn (Independent).
Deshi w 1 Deshi (Independent).
Mobrawi .. Alisherzrai Jelangial .. 1
6) 3 Banjori_ e } 1
Rumsiai e British, lower Pakli.
Khan Khel .. } 1
Balasori e
Begnl « Chuchai e« 1} British.
(6] Shanaori ... 1} Agror.
N.B.—Figures denote shares.

Alahi is occupied by a separate clan of Swatis, called Tosh, who do not
possess shares in the rest of the Swati country; and the upper and lower
Swatis, though theoretically entitled to half of the Alahi tract each, have no

gession in it, with the exception of a few individuals; but here, as in
the rest of the Swati possessions, the Syads and the other religious fraternities
have one-fourth of the district.

From the British boundary line, the drainage falls on the other side
through the independent Swati districts, which trench north-westerly to the
Indus, flowing from north-east to south-west in a curve westward, forming
their western limit, so that our border line above these tracts is defined by a
marked water-shed. The British territory being considerably higher, the
Alahi drainage falls into_the Indus at Shakargah, one day’s journey from
Takot up stream. The drainage of Nandihar, Tikri, and Deshi, joining at
the commencement of Deshi country, flows into the Indus, also at Takot,
some 20 miles distant from Agror, by an easy road for laden mules which is
used by traders. '

The Swatis are a miserable race, both as regards their courage and their
physique. They appear to have all the vices of the Pathan as with them
cold-blooded murder and grinding avarice are the salt of life. They certainly
have not any of the courage of the Pathan, whose bold, frank manner is
replaced in them by a hang-dog look.

They are all Suni Muhammadans and very bigoted. Their customs are the
same as those of the Pathans.
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SECTION II.

Expedition against the Hasanzais on the Black Mountain, by a Force under
Colonel Mackeson, C.B., 1853-54.

SHORTLY after annexation, a preventive line was established along the left

Report on Tribes by Mr. bank of the Indus, as far as British jurisdiction ex-
R. Temple. tended, to preclude Trans-Indus salt from crossing
into the Panjab. In 1851, this line extended five miles beyond Torbeila to
a point on the Indus, where Jehandad’s Cis-Indus lands commence.

During the autumn of that year, Mr. Carne, uncovenanted head of the
Customs Department, desired to visit this border, with a view to any eventual
extension of theline. The Board of Administration objected to the measure,
and warned him not to go there.

During November, however, Mr. Carne, accompanied by one of his
patrols, Mr. Tapp, proceeded against the advice of the district officer, Major
Abbott, to reconnoitre the border. Having marched up the éorder, and re-
turning towards Torbeila, Mr. Carne dismissed all attendants, except a few
horsemen belonging to his own department. Shortly afterwards, the two
gentlemen near the Hasanzai limits, but still within Jehandad’s bounds, were
murdered by a band of armed Hasanzais. These Hasanzais had no concern
whatever in Mr. Carne’s views. Even if the line had been extended, it would
not have affected them. Afterwards, when called to account for the deed, they
never pretended that they ever entertained any apprehension in regard to
the salt line. The Hasanzais may have entertained some unjust suspicions
regarding Mr. Carne’s intention, but neither their bounds nor their rights
were infringed, and they crossed into British territory for the purpose of
murdering British officers in cold blood, because they were Englishmen,
infidels, defenceless travellers, with a little property about them.

As the murder happened in his fief, Jehandad was called to account ; he
delivered up such Hasanzai people as he could find in his territory as hostages
to the British aul;horities.d 1’51:; Hasanzaisb(i)n:lmedia;:fly made war upon him
Report and laid waste his border villages, seized his forts of

by Colonel Mackeson. Chamberi and Shungli, stirred up his subjects to
rebel, .and at last reduced him to considerable straits. It was evident that the
whole tribe approved of the murder, and sheltered the murderers. British
interference became at last necessary, both to vindicate ourselves and support
Jehandad; and the following force was assembled in Hazara :—
From Rawul Pindee.—The 3rd Native Infantry, Colonel Butler command-
Letter from Brigade ing: 4 Guns, 5 Troop, lst Brigade Horse Artillery,
Office. Captain Fitzgerald commanding: 16th Irregular
Cavalry, Captain Davidson commanding : Kelat-i-Ghilzai Regiment, 7th Com-
pany Sappers and Miners, and 176 Police, Lieutenant Cookson commanding.

From the Peshawar District.—The Corps of Guides (Infantry), Lieutenant
Hodson commanding.

From Kashmir.—~Two regiments of Dograhs.

In Hazara.—1st Sikh Infantry, Major Gordon commanding: Hazara
Mountain Battery and 1,760 Levies, Major Abbott commanding.

This force assembled in December at Sherghur, and under the command
of Colonel Mackeson, Commissioner of Peshawar.
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On the 19th a reconnc;.is?anee vi:as ma%e, a%d on thﬁ) 20%1;0 the left (:llun}:ln

. , of Irregulars under Captain Davidson occupied the

p.g;;:m Davidson's Des- heightsg:bove Shungli, holding them whilst the centre

column under Major Abbott was employed in repair-

ing that fort,—the yight column under Licutenant-Colonel Napier taking up

a position at Chatha, and the column under Colonel Butler being in reserve
at Sherghur.

During the rebuilding of the fort an advance might at any time have been

, forced upon the troops, for the posts of the Hasanzai
paa‘;}“"l Mackeson’s Des- g Akazai occupied the crest of the Black Mountain,

) and their picquets approached to within a few hundred
yards of our poste at Chatha ; whilst they waved their flags and flourished their
sabres in defiance, sometimes at Panji Gali, sometimes in front of Chatha, and
sometimes at Pabal; and on the 21st, a reconnoitring party under Lieutenant
Hodson was fired upon by the enemy’s picquets near Chatha.

On the occupation of Shungli, Hasan Ali Khan, a malik of the
Hasanzais, who had harboured the murderers of Messrs. Carne and Tapp, and
had been the instigator of the attacks on Jehandad Khan’s territory, sent in
to say he had no objection to our rebuilding Shungli, but that the troops must
atonce be withdrawn. In reply he was informed that the force, after repairing
Shungli, would march along the crest of the Black Mountain over ground
that was common both to the Hasanzai and Jehandad Khan to the fort of
Chamberi, and that on this march the troops would molest no one, unless they
were molested and met with opposition ; and at the same time he was invited
to send in a jirgah, to amicably arrange his hostilities with Jehandad Khan,
which kept the British border in a state of disquiet, and which we were
consequently very anxious to arrange, particularly as the cause of quarrel
appeared to be Jehandad Khan having seized certain Hasanzais on our
requisition. Hasan Ali Khan’s answer was a refusal to send any jirgah, and
a warning that he could not restrain the thousands of allies, Chagarzais and
Akazais, who had joined him, if the force moved as stated.

It was a question how the regular troops could be used as a support to most
advantage. The orders of the Board of Agministration were, that these troops
were not to be employed on the mountain top at that late season, and at Shergurh
they were in a confined narrow valley, encumbered with impedimenta, double-
poled tents, double sets of tents, doolies, palkies, and hundreds of camels ; in
short, the column was equipped as if for an ordinary march and not for mountain
warfare, and yet it had passed through mountain defiles to its present position,
and must pass through such defiles whatever direction it took ; Colonel
Mackeson, who was commanding, determined therefore to throw off this sup-
port from his rear, and endeavour to pass it as quickly as possible on to the
plain of the Indus, more especially as it could there be used to turn the
enemy’s position on the crest of the mountain.

The heights the attacking columns would have to climb were so difficult, that
a hundred resolute men, not appalled by the undefined terror of the irresistible
prowess of regular troops, could have effectually stopped the bravest assailants.
To have attacked such heights em face without an effort to turn them
would have savoured of rashness; and Colonel Mackeson preferred therefore
to move the support round to the banks of the Indus, behind the Black
Mountain, and thus to turn the position on the heights ; and that each
column of attack should trust to a small reserve of its own, and to the fort of
Shergurh in the rear, if all were beaten back. Such was the plan proposed
by Colonel Mackeson at this period of the operations.
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On the 27th December, the position of the forces was as follows :—

At Chatha.—The Guides, 1st Sikh Infantry, and Rawul Pindee Police,
under Colonel Napier, Bengal Engineers.—At Shungli Fort, the Militia,
4 Companies Police, and the Dograhs, under Major Abbott.

At Shoshni.—Mountain Guns, Head Quarters, two Dograh Regiments,
under Major Davidson.

" Colonel Butler’s Brigade had marched from Shergurh on the 24th
and 25th, and was now at Nika Pani. Owing to the narrowness of the
road through the defile to Darbund, and the immense amount of bag-
‘gage and impedimenta with the column, three instead of two marches had
to be made from Shergurh to Darbund, and it was fortunate that the
points occupied by the irregular portion of the force at Chatha, Shungli,
Shoshni, and Chamberi, formed with the assistance of intermediate chowkies
(posts) a complete screen, behind which the enmcumbered regular column
laboriously, but securely, threaded its way through the mountain defile.

As already stated, Colonel Mackeson had determined not to ascend the
Black Mountain till the regular Brigade had been placed betwecen the Black
Mountain and the Indus, in sight of the Hasanzai villagesin the plain, thereby
threatening the rear of the parties who might oppose the columns on the
mountain top.

" The weather had been very favorable ; snow had not fallen, and the nights
" were bright moonlight.

But on the arrival of the regular column at Nika Pani, there was danger of
some days’ further delay ; the rear guards were not up, and the road in front
was reported impracticable, while every hour’s detention was a calamity
with snow threatening : Colonel Mackeson on the 27th bad been enabled
from a height, 2 miles in front, and east of Chamberi (on a spur that forms
the boundary down to the river side between the Hasanzai and Jehandad
Khan’s country), to see the whole Hasanzai country, and he altered his plan of
operations to the following extent.

The main force of the regular {roops were to be placed at Bradar, with
4 Companies in Chamberi, to make demonstrations on the height in front of
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